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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

March 1,2011

Ms. Rhonda Messamore, President
Ms. Mary Jo Mather, Executive Director
International Certification and Reciprocity Consortium
298 South Progress Avenue
Harrisburg, PA 17109

Dear Ms. Messamore and Ms. Mather:

Public Health Service

National Institutes of Health

National Institute of Arthritis and

Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases
Bethesda, Maryland 20892

I am writing in response to your letter regarding efforts to create a new Institute focused on
substance use, abuse, and addiction at the National Institutes of Health (NIH). As you know, the
NIH Director, Dr. Francis Collins, asked NIH Principal Deputy Director, Dr. Lawrence Tabak,
and me to co-chair a Task Force that is charged with developing a scientific framework for this
new entity. We very much appreciate your active interest in this effort, and your willingness to
share the expertise of the International Certification and Reciprocity Consortium as the process
moves forward.

As recommended by the NIH Scientific Management Review Board, the overall goal of the
reorganization process is to further optimize research into substance use, abuse, and addiction,
and to maximize human health and patient well-being. As you well know, there are many factors
to consider as we develop a comprehensive framework for these complex areas of research.

At present, the Task Force is working with internal subject matter experts to formulate an
approach to integrate and synergize the substance use, abuse, and addiction-related research
portfolios across the NIH. Once that draft framework is developed, we will engage the various
stakeholder communities, including substance use, abuse, and addiction professionals, to solicit
their input before final recommendations are presented to Dr. Collins. We anticipate having a
draft framework formulated by early spring.

To ensure transparency and regular communication as this process unfolds, we have created a
new NIH web site (http://feedback.nih.gov/index.php/cateporv/suaa/) that includes updates about
the Task Force's deliberations, and serves as a portal for addressing stakeholder concerns. We
encourage you and your colleagues to take advantage of this information resource, so that you
are fully apprised of related developments.

Again, we are grateful for the strong interest of the Consortium in the Task Force's efforts. We
look forward to hearing from you and other interested stakeholders as our activities progress.

Sincerely yours.

J
Stephei^ I. Katz, M.D.,/Ph.D.
Direct*

National Institute of Arthritis and

Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases


